
Leaving the city for the country is a big 
business risk. But for a Calgary motorcycle 
shop, it marked the beginning of better times 

By Greg Williams
Photographs by Kurtis Kristianson
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BMW Cycle Centre when it was time to move up to 
something larger.

He left there on a 1984 BMW R65LS, but a 
warranty oil-consumption issue brought him back. 
That didn’t scare him away from European machinery. 
Instead, he became thoroughly intrigued. “They weren’t 
run-of-the-mill motorcycles,” he says. BMWs (and the 
Ducatis he lusted after) captured his imagination.

Unable to afford a Ducati 750F1, Shore traded 
the R65LS on a 1985 BMW K100RS. Aboard the four-
cylinder motorcycle he toured over 180,000 km, twice 
riding to California, and down to Daytona, where he 
visited the American Motorcycle Institute. He enrolled 
in the school, graduating in 1993 with certificates to 
service both BMW and Harley-Davidson. He worked 
at Harley-Davidson Winnipeg during the day and 
customized European motorcycles by night before 
1998 when he and Ann moved to Calgary. Shore finally 
realized a dream in 2003 when the doors opened at 
Motorrad Performance, his own specialty-service and 
custom-parts shop.

“I’ve always appreciated shops located in old 
brick warehouses, and the Calgary shop was as close 
as I could get — but it wasn’t very close at all,” Shore 
says. Instead, it was a bay in a cinder-block complex in 
a southeast industrial park. “But, that location was so 
accessible, and it was very close to the core of the city.”

Regardless of the location, Shore was growing 
tired of having to pay the landlord. That’s when 

Oil-rig workers, having laboured for weeks 
in back-breaking conditions boring a hole 
deep into the earth, stood back in awe as wet 

gas dramatically rushed to the surface. This wasn’t 
Jed Clampett’s black crude. This was clear naphtha 
with a low sulphur content, and in 1914 it could go 
straight from the Dingman No. 1 well into the tanks of 
automobiles, and, if there were any in the Turner Valley 
area at the time, motorcycles.

Nestled into the foothills southwest of Calgary, 
Turner Valley’s oilfields were important for 30 years. 
Then, bigger and more significant discoveries were 
made, but Turner Valley continued to produce natural 
gas until its plant, which was built during the 1930s, 
was decommissioned in 1985.

Gas, and more importantly — internal 
combustion — continue to play a role in Turner Valley’s 
economy. That’s because two years ago Paul Shore 
made a decision to relocate his specialized motorcycle 
shop, Motorrad Performance, from Calgary to the 
rural community. Moving from a city of over a million 
to a town of just over 2,000 took some nerve. It’s a 
30-minute drive between them. But Shore, his wife 
Ann, sister Claudette and brother-in-law Ray MacGregor 
had big plans.

Shore first became interested in motorcycles 
when he got a 400 cc Yamaha Heritage Special. For 
half a year the small-bore Yamaha was his sole source 
of transportation, and Shore visited Winnipeg’s 

Someone — anyone — say cheese. 
From left: Ray MacGregor, Aaron 
Purcell, Paul Shore and Mike Gamble.
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The tricks of the trade — bomb is a 
worthwhile accessory for working on 
American and Italian motorcycles.
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Claudette and Ray came to Calgary from Ontario. 
MacGregor was looking for a career change, and 
together the pair were mulling over purchasing property 
in or near Calgary.

“In March, we all went for a drive down to the 
Turner Valley area,” Shore says. “And after we passed 
by this property, Ray turned around and pointed out the 
shop.” One of the most travelled motorcycle routes in 
southern Alberta happens to be the main road into and 
out of Turner Valley. And, in the centre of town, the 
road passes right by a two-acre piece of land. You can’t 
miss it. On the land sits a 1,800 sq. ft., four-bay shop 
and a two-storey log house. There’s plenty of paved 
parking, with an acre of grassland dotted with trees and 
picnic tables. In the town of Black Diamond, just east 
of Turner Valley (the two towns are separated by only a 
few kilometres), they stopped and MacGregor checked 
into the real estate office to inquire about the property.

The real estate agent dove into a pile of paperwork 
and came up smiling. “Really? It’s for sale?” The 
pressure was on, and they had to move fast if they were 
going to purchase. After some brainstorming sessions, 
they decided there were several things that could be 
done to make the motorcycle business work in Turner 
Valley, and together bought the property.

“I told Ray he could come work for me as my shop 
manager; he’s mechanically inclined and it would really 
help me out,” Shore recalls saying. “I was worried that 
my customers would not follow me, so we initiated a 
motorcycle pick-up and delivery service for bigger repair 
jobs, and in the long term, I didn’t really lose anybody. 
In fact, I’ve gained more work. I’m busier now than I’ve 
ever been.”

Chalk it up to the location and the shop hours, 
Shore says. During the summer months, hundreds 
of motorcyclists pass by, and the doors are open 
weekends. They see the shop, the machines in the 
parking lot, and the food trailer. Yes, the 14-foot-long 
food trailer. Shore’s sister Claudette has worked in the 
food service industry most of her life, and her role in the 
operation is to feed the masses.

“What goes together better than burritos and 
bikers?” Claudette says. “We called it Motoburrito, 
and it’s become a destination place — not only for 
motorcyclists but also for locals.” Claudette is the 
owner and chef, and Ann helps cook. They specialize in 
Mexican food, including their best-selling Dirty Sanchez 
burrito. But with the tacos and taco salads, they also 
serve up hand-formed burgers and home fries cut to 
order. During the winter, Ann and Claudette head to 
Mexico to take cooking classes and do research, leaving 
Shore and MacGregor to earn money and pay the bills.

“In my travels I’ve stopped at many restaurants,” 
Shore says of the business model. “I’ve always liked 
establishments such as Bob’s Java Hut in Minneapolis. 
It’s not a bike shop, but they cater to motorcyclists, 
and I wondered if we could tap into that with a diner or 
roadhouse, because I hadn’t seen it done around here. 
Motoburrito is what we arrived at, and it works great. 

Ann Shore (left) and Claudette 
MacGregor keep things saucy 
in the burrito shack.
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Finally, the much anticipated FJ-09 
has arrived! Designed around the 
concept of a “Versatile, Sporty 
Multi-Use machine”, the FJ-09 offers 
a comfortable and exciting ride 
whether taking a relaxing tour or 
hitting the hustle of the city on your 
daily commute. An upright riding 
position, wide handlebar and all 
new seat design combine with the ex-
citing power of the 3-cylinder Crossplane 
Concept engine to create a machine 
that will leave you grinning after 
every ride. 

FJ-09

Ready  yamaha  
PoweRsPoRts

430 Hensall CirCle
Mississauga, ON

Tel.: (905) 896-1600
Toll Free: 1 855-896-0430 
www.readyyamaHa.Com

BuRlington CyCle
2201 Plains road easT
BurliNgtON, ON

Tel.: (905) 637-6208
www.burlingTon-CyCle.Com

oakville 
yamaha

615 THird line
Oakville, ON
Tel.: (905) 465-9555

www.oakvilleyamaHa.Com

two wheel  
motoRsPoRt
5473 Hwy 6 norTH
guelph, ON

Tel.: (888) 469-1128 exT #3
www.TwowHeelmoTorsPorT.Ca

PRo CyCle 
550 windmill road

DartMOuth, Ns
Tel.: (902) 468-2518 

www.ProCyCleonline.Com

PRo-am  
motoRsPoRts

630 46 ave. n.e. uniT #117
Calgary, aB

Tel.: (403)  277-0099
www.Pro-am.Ca

g.a. CheCkPoint
3034 sT. JoHns sTreeT

pOrt MOODy, B.C.
Tel.: (604) 461-3434

www.gaCHeCkPoinT.Com

CC_May2015_Yamaha 2-3p.indd   1 2015-03-16   4:06 PM
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Build it and they will come. 
Good food softens the blow 
of expensive repairs.
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© 2015 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, TM and the 
BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. For more information, please consult 
your dealer or authorized Can-Am www.can-am.brp.com.Some models shown may 
include optional equipment. Drive responsibly. Be sure to comply with any applicable 
local laws. Keep in mind that alcohol, drugs and driving do not mix.

Two Wheel  
Motorsport

5473 Hwy 6 North
Guelph, ON

1 (888) 469-1128 ext #3 
www.twowheelmotorsport.ca

Bennett  
Powersports

701 Brock St. North
Whitby-Durham, ON 

TEL.: (905) 430-6360
Toll Free: (866) 430-6360

www.bennettpowersports.com

CC_May2015_Can-Am 1-4.indd   1 2015-03-16   3:25 PM

Big wheels, big paint and 
classic drag-bike attitude meet 
premium modern refinement 
in this attention-grabbing 
performance cruiser.

Breakout
®

Davies  
Harley-DaviDson®

8779 Yonge Street
Richmond hill, on

TEL.: (905) 709-1340
TEL.: (416) 324-2880

www.daviEsharLEy.com

Kamloops 
Harley-DaviDson®

1465 Iron MaSk road
Kamloops, B.c.

TEL.: (800) 665-3121 
www.kamLoopshd.com 

Jacox  
Harley-DaviDson®

2815 argentIa road
mississauga, on

TEL.: (905) 858-0966
JacoxharLEy.com Harley-DaviDson®  

Winnipeg
1377 nIakwa road eaSt
Winnipeg, mB
TEL.: (204) 254-3974

www.harLEydavidsonwinnipEg.ca

BaDlanDs  
Harley-DaviDson® 

1923, 2nd avenue
dunmoRe, aB
TEL.: (403) 527-9235

1-800-493-1903
www.hdmEdhaT.com

™
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We do a lot of things 
other shops don’t. I have 
my fingers in all kinds of 
neat stuff 
Customers can sit in our park-like setting, have lunch, and wait for 
their oil change or tires.”

Another reason Motorrad is busier than ever might be thanks to 
Mike Gamble, who formerly operated Speed Twin Performance. Shore 
hired Gamble early in 2014, and he brought plenty of machine-shop 
and Harley-Davidson talent to the mix, helping Motorrad become 
a self-sufficient shop. “I used to sub out all my boring and honing 
jobs to Mike, but now that’s all in-house because he brought in the 
equipment and the know-how,” Shore says. “I have that background, 
but couldn’t afford to keep the specialized equipment.”

New and old, American, British, European or Japanese, repairs 
to complete frame-up builds, Motorrad has likely worked on it, and 
Shore says, “We do a lot of stuff other shops don’t really care to do.” 
Which means working on older machines that seem to befuddle 
mainstream shops. “I have my fingers in all kinds of neat stuff. And, 
between Mike and myself, we’ll go the extra mile to make something 
happen for somebody — like fixing a clutch cable without a charge.”

Turner Valley’s Dingman No. 1 might have blown in 100 years 
ago, and it can’t be known if there were any Harley-Davidsons, Indians, 
or Popes fuelling up at the well site. But Motorrad Performance has 
ensured that motorcycles remain a fixture in the town. 

Bottom end problems? Mike 
Gamble will set you straight.
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