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Eight months after the flood, significant progress has been made to restore water service to the Towns of 
Black Diamond and Turner Valley, including: 
 

 connecting the Towns’ water systems by way of a permanent underground pipeline. Treated 
water is now flowing from the Turner Valley Water Treatment Plant to the Black Diamond Treated 
Water Reservoir. 

 

 installing a replacement well (Well #5A) in Turner Valley. This well, along with an existing well 
(Well #7) are currently supplying the raw water reservoir in Turner Valley. However, these two 
wells alone are not able to meet the current demands of the two Towns and the amount of water 
available in the raw water storage reservoir is declining slowly.  

 
To replace the raw water supply capacity lost during the flood, an infiltration gallery and pump station 
have been designed to pump water from the gravels adjacent the river near the Turner Valley Water 
Treatment Plant to the raw water storage reservoir. Alberta Environment & Sustainable Resource 
Development (AESRD) has granted approval by way of a “Notice of Decision” for the construction of the 
new infiltration gallery. Site work has started and equipment for the pump station has been ordered.  
 
The approval has since been appealed to the Environmental Appeals Board along with a request for a 
halt of construction. The Town of Turner Valley is responding to the appeal and will determine the 
potential impacts for construction and scheduling. Pending a decision regarding the appeal, construction 
will take several months and water restrictions will remain in effect until the infiltration gallery is 
operational. 
 
Along with the construction of the new infiltration gallery, Turner Valley is undertaking flood protection 
along the Sheep River adjacent the infiltration gallery site and the water treatment plant. Protective berms 
at crucial points in the river will prevent against future flooding. Initial work is expected to be completed 
by mid-May. The Town has pre-purchased and stockpiled the necessary riprap rock for this construction. 
 
Improvements to the Turner Valley Treatment Plant are also required to support the regional water 
system. The expanded plant will include new treatment processes, including granular activated carbon 
filtration and Ultraviolet disinfection. This project is currently in the design phase with construction 
expected to begin in June 2014 and completed in 2015. Enhancements to the treatment and supply 
system will ensure water service meets the 25-year growth requirements of the Towns. 
 
Projects associated with instituting a new regional water system to replace the Towns’ separate systems 
damaged in the flood are funded by the Disaster Recovery Program and administered by the Southern 
Alberta Flood Recovery Task Force. 
 
The QRWP would like to thank both communities for your continued efforts to limit non-essential water 
use. This will ensure there is sufficient water to sustain the Towns while we continue to move forward 
with permanent water supply solutions. 
 


