
Village of  
Longview

Water Restriction Downgrade Good News for 
Residents 
The Towns of Black Diamond and Turner Valley have reduced the current water 
restriction from Level III to Level II effective 12:00 a.m. August 8, 2014. The fire 
ban has also been lifted until further notice. 

That means residents are able to use water for outdoor activities to a limited 
extent, thanks to new water sources brought on-line in June 2014.   The 
infiltration gallery that was constructed in a gravel bed adjacent to the 
Sheep River, and the reinstated wells in the area, are proving to be safe and 
sustainable sources of water.  

What does a Level II water restriction mean? 

Level II sets out a mandatory conservation watering schedule based on odd 
and even address numbers. Residents and businesses may now use water 
for outdoor activities on certain days and during specified times. Uses include 
watering lawns; washing vehicles, sidewalks, pads, and exteriors of buildings; 
filling hot tubs/Jacuzzis; and for recreational use of sprinklers and water toys.  

The last number of your address (odd or even) determines 
which days you are permitted outdoor water use.

Odd numbered addresses:  
may use water for these purposes on Thursdays and Sundays only

Even numbered addresses: 
may use water for these purposes on Wednesdays and Saturdays only

Time restrictions also apply. Watering may occur only on permitted days from:

• 6:00 am – 9:00 am; and 
• 7:00 pm – 11:00 pm

For more information, refer to Black Diamond’s Water Use and Conservation 
Bylaw 14-14 and Turner Valley’s Water Use and Conservation Bylaw 14-1036. Special Note:

If you have a newly seeded lawn 
or freshly planted sod, you can 
apply for a Water Conservation 
Exemption Permit at the Municipal 
Office. 
Commercial or industrial requests 
for site and condition specific 
irrigation operations using a 
metered system must be approved 
in writing by the Municipality’s Chief 
Administrative Officer (CAO).
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Flowerbeds and 
vegetable gardens 
may be watered by 
hand, during the 
prescribed times, 
using a watering can 
or hose with a nozzle 
trigger shut off to 
restrict water flow. 

Water System Restoration Update



Turner Valley and the Town of 
Black Diamond are members 
of the Quad Regional Water 
Partnership, along with the MD 
of Foothills, and the Village 
of Longview. As part of that 
partnership, and even before the 
2013 flood, plans were underway 
for Turner Valley to supply potable 
water to Black Diamond as part of 
a regional system. 

The plan included consolidating 
the raw water supply and 
upgrading the Turner Valley water 
treatment plant. The infiltration 
gallery and the reinstated wells 
are part of a goal to replace 
the combined raw water supply 
capacity that was in-place for 
the two towns prior to the floods. 
However, additional supply 
capacity is still required to fully 
replace the pre-flood water supply.

Plans to upgrade Turner Valley’s 
water treatment plant, which is 
intended to serve the regional 
system, are also moving forward.  
The Town has received approval 
for the upgrades from Alberta 
Environment and Sustainable 
Resource Development (ESRD). 
However, an appeal on this 
approval has been filed with ESRD 
and the Environmental Appeal 
Board is confirming whether it 
will be accepted. In the interim, 
construction is proceeding on 
the project. The water treatment 
upgrades will include adding 
capacity to the existing treatment 
process. As well, we will be adding 
new granular activated carbon 
filters, ultraviolet disinfection and 
on-side chlorine disinfection. 

These improvements will ensure 
a multi-barrier system that will be 
more reliable for residents and 
safer for water treatment plant 
operators.  If everything goes 
according to schedule, the water 
treatment plant will be completed 
and on-line by the end of 2015. 

Thanks for Your Patience and 
Continued Commitment!

Tips for Conserving Water: 

Turner Valley Water 
Treatment Plant 
Upgrades on Target

Conserving water, especially during hot summer days, is inconvenient and 
poses a certain level of hardship for residents and businesses. We understand 
that.  And, we want to thank everyone who has done their best to conserve 
water in order to ensure enough water to sustain the towns of Turner Valley 
and Black Diamond during the water shortage.  Both towns have been able to 
reduce their water use since the water restrictions were put in place – allowing 
for the raw water reservoir to continue to fill. 

Even as we reduce the water restrictions, we are mindful of the need to remain 
diligent in water conservation as we continue to fill the raw water reservoir to 
maximum capacity. 

While the reservoir is currently at 74% capacity, in order to 
sustain both communities we will need the reservoir to be at 
100% capacity before winter. 

Please adhere to the Level II water restrictions currently in place and continue to 
conserve water so we avoid having to return to Level III water restrictions.   

 ✓ Flush toilets only as required for solids.

 ✓ Keep cold water in the fridge to avoid running tap water until it 
is cold.

 ✓ Time your showers and try to keep them less than 5 minutes. 

 ✓ Replace your shower head with a water conservation model.

 ✓ Check facets and shower heads for leaks. One drip every second 
can add up to 5 gallons of water a day!

 ✓ Run only full loads in washing or dishwashing machines.

 ✓ Use a rain barrel for collecting water for plants and other outside 
uses.

Raw water reservoir in Turner Valley shown at 100% capacity after initial filling in 2008.


