
Commemorative Tree and Bench Program 

Program Information 
 
Program Information 

The Commemorative Tree and Bench Program invites the public to pay tribute to a person or occasion by 
purchasing a park bench or tree to recognize the life of a loved one or celebrate an event in the 
community.   

The purpose of the program is to provide citizens with the opportunity to honour loved ones and families 
or groups by having a bench, picnic table, or tree with a dedication plaque installed on municipal property. 
This program is intended to memorialize people or occasions, and is not extended to animals.   

The Town reserves the right to refuse any application in memory of a publicly controversial individual or 
historic leader. Plaques shall not contain wording that is obscene or offensive in nature.  The bench acts 
as the memorial, and therefore no planting or leaving of mementos is permitted at these sites. 

 

Commemorative Benches and Picnic Tables 

In collaboration with Town staff, applicants will choose a site within a municipally-owned greenspace for a 
bench or picnic table that will be embedded with a plaque to recognize a person and / or event. If there is 
a specific location that holds a special place in your heart, it is often possible to place the bench in that 
area. This is a beautiful way to make an in-memoriam tribute to an important person in your life. The 
benefit of these kinds of gifts is that not only do they mark the lives and times of our residents, they also 
make a difference both today and into the future by providing comfort and respite to passers-by.   

 

Commemorative Trees 

Applicants can commemorate a birthday, wedding, anniversary, the birth of a child, or any other special 
day by having a special tree planted in one Turner Valley’s parks or green spaces.  Applicants work with 
a Town representative to determine a species and location for their symbolic tree, and help improve our 
environment by increasing our urban forest. 

 

Program Outline 

Commemorative benches and trees are purchased by the public through, and donated to, the Town of 
Turner Valley for placement in various parks, pathways and green spaces.   The Town will assume 
ownership of all donated benches and trees.    

All plaques and benches are ordered through the Public Works department to ensure uniformity in design 
and appearance.  The Town of Turner Valley provides commercial-quality equipment within our parks and 
green space areas, as they are public spaces.    

The Town will maintain the donated items for their expected lifespan.  There is a ten-year (10) guarantee 
of bench maintenance and plaque replacement. The bench will be kept in place as long as it is 



serviceable beyond the 10 year period. When a bench is no longer serviceable, applicants will be advised 
and given the opportunity to purchase a new bench under the terms and conditions then in effect. 

Commemorative trees will be replaced by the Town, at no charge to the applicant, within five (5) years of 
the original planting date or a subsequent replanting date if required.  All efforts will be made by the Town 
to ensure that commemorative trees will not be removed after the 5-year guarantee period unless they 
become very sick, become a vector for disease, pose a health or safety hazard, or die.   

A tree, bench, or plaque will be replaced or repaired by the Town if vandalized within the guarantee 
period (10 years for benches, 5 years for trees).    

Approval of locations for commemorative installations is at the discretion of the Town. The following 
factors will be considered in the approval process: 

 Proposed future development within a space. 
 The location of underground utilities.  
 Current density of bench / commemorative installations. 
 Access for pedestrian and bicycle movement. 
 Access for equipment and personnel to make the installation. 
 Impacts on plants or wildlife in the area. 
 Other site considerations i.e. slope of ground, potential flood area, etc. 

 
Choice of tree species, planting sites, and bench Installation sites are subject to Town approval. Every 
effort will be made to accommodate an applicant’s choice of location and species. However changes may 
be made at the Public Works Department’s discretion.  If a planting location and/or tree species or bench 
location cannot be mutually agreed upon, the application will be denied. 
 
From the time of receipt of payment in full, it will take approximately 10-12 weeks to complete the 
installation of a bench or tree.  Requests approved late in the current year may not have the tree planted 
or bench installed until the following year.  
 
Tree planting or bench installation dates cannot be specified due to weather, grower supply, construction 
and special event situations. Installations during the winter months are not possible. Commemorative 
installations will take place from April to November.  Spring tree planting will occur between April 15 to 
June 30, and fall tree planting will occur between October 15 and November 30. 

Public Works will mount and/or install the customized plaque after the tree or bench installation is 
completed. 

 

Program Cost 

The Program will operate on a full cost-recovery basis while contributing to the greening of the 
municipality and increasing park amenities. 

There is a $25 non-refundable administrative fee payable at the time of application. Once an agreement 
on the specific details of the commemorative installation has been reached, the applicant will be invoiced 
by the Town for the full cost.  Payment is due within 30 days. Full payment must be received prior to work 
commencing on the installation. 

Pricing and product availability are subject to change.  Please see the current Commemorative Tree and 
Bench Program Application for complete pricing and availability details. 
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Park Benches 
 

The cost of Park Benches includes site preparation, in-ground installation, and a flush-mounted, 
customized plaque.   Commemorative benches are guaranteed for 10 years. 

 

 

Series A: Cedar, Lifetime Preservative 

$1500 

 
 

 

Series B: Cedar, Lifetime Preservative 

$1600 

 
 

 

Series AR: Recycled Plastic 

$1400 

 
 

 

Series BR: Recycled Plastic 

$1500 

 

 

  



4 
 

Picnic Tables 
 

The cost of Park Benches includes site preparation, in-ground installation, and a flush-mounted, 
customized plaque.   Commemorative bench is guaranteed for 10 years. 

Series A: Cedar, Lifetime Preservative 

$1800 

 
 

Series C: Cedar, Square, Lifetime 
Preservative 

$2200 

 
 

 

Series AR: Recycled Plastic 

$2100 

 
 

Series CR: Recycled Plastic 

$2200 
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Trees 
All trees are $1000 including site preparation, tree, planting services, plaque installation, 
watering and maintenance.   

Please select from the following list of trees that are suitable for planting in our area:  Please 
see the Tree Guide found at www.turnervalley.ca for specific information on the various tree 
species and varieties. 

Ash 
 Green Ash 
 Black Ash 
 Mountain Ash (Rowan) 
 Showy Mountain Ash 
 Greene’s Mountain Ash 
 Manchurian Ash 

Birch 
 Paper Birch 
 River Birch 
 Weeping Birch 

Ohio Buckeye 
Cherry 
 Schubert Chokecherry 
 Red Chokecherry 

Elder 
Elm 
 American Elm 
 Brandon Elm 
 Siberian / Manchurian Elm 

Fir 
 Balsam Fir 
 Douglas Fir 

Hawthorn (Clump Fleshy Hawthorn) 
Juniper 
 Moonglow Juniper 
 Tolleson’s Weeping Blue Juniper 

Larch 
 Tamarack 
 Siberian Larch 

Lilac 
 Ivory Silk Tree Lilac 
 Japanese Tree Lilac 

Linden 
 American Linden 
 Dropmore Linden 

 Littleleaf Linden 
 Mongolian Linden 

Maple 
 Boxelder (Manitoba Maple) 
 Tartarian Maple 
 Amur Maple 
 Silver Maple 
 Sugar Maple 
 Japanese Maple 

Mayday 
Nut Trees 
 Butternut 
 Manchurian Walnut 
 Black Walnut 

Oak 
 Bur Oak 
 Mongolian Oak 
 Northern Pin Oak 
 White Oak 

Pine 
 Limber Pine 
 Ponderosa Pine 
 Red Pine 
 Jack Pine 

Plum 
 Flowering Plum 
 Canada Plum 

Russian Olive 
Spruce 
 White Spruce 
 Colorado (Blue) Spruce 

Willow 
 Golden Willow 
 Laurel Leaf Willow 
 Pussy Willow 
 Sharp Leaf Willow 

 

http://www.turnervalley.ca/

