
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 1, 2018 

 

Dear Business Owner, 

A partnership of individuals and community groups is being formed in Black Diamond and Turner 

Valley to provide a unique and meaningful learning experience for the youth of our community and 

we invite you to be part of it. The program is called Biz Kids. It has been running in various 

municipalities throughout Alberta for twelve seasons and we hope to offer it through Oilfields High 

School this year for interested students aged 10-16 years. This program offers an opportunity for 

youth to interact with adults in their own local business community as they explore the world of 

entrepreneurism. 

 
Students of the program participate in a series of workshops where they will learn business plan 

development, naming their business, business types and structures, market research, advertising 

and pricing and customer service. Once the workshops are completed, students are provided with 

seed money to grow their business from. They are also paired up with a mentor from a local 

business for support and advice on different aspects of their business. 

 
The program helps build a culture of cooperation as it fosters the entrepreneurial spirit and 

celebrates self-motivation. Self-starters are important in the community - their products and 

services lead to greater opportunity for others and add to the collective flavor of the business 

community. Exploring opportunities also give youth a better understanding of how they can 

contribute and fill service gaps in their area. 

 
We hope you will consider becoming a mentor for a young member of this community and believe 

you will find the process rewarding. Current partners in this initiative include Leigh Bretzlaff of 

Oilfields High School, Business Analyst Megan Watts of Community Futures, Shelley Broadley of 

Black Diamond Economic Development, and Monique LeBlanc and Suzan Nagel of Family and 

Community Support Services (FCSS). 

 
Please contact Sue Nagel or Monique LeBlanc via email to express your interest in the Biz 

Kids program and receive a copy of the mentor’s package to learn more about the program 

and process. Your interest is appreciated. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sue Nagel      Monique LeBlanc 
Black Diamond FCSS   Turner Valley FCSS 
SuzanN@town.blackdiamond.ab    moniquel@turnervalley.ca 
403.933.4348    403.933.6206 
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